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Whitehaven,  March  14th,  1895. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  laying  before  you  my  First  Annual 
Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  since  the  Incorporation  of  the 
Borough,  together  with  Tabular  Statements  of  Sickness  and  Mortality 
during  the  year ;  and  for  purposes  of  comparison,  I  have  included 
also  tables  showing  the  birth  and  death-rates  of  the  district  for  the 
preceding  six  years,  during  which  I  have  held  the  Appointment  of 
Medical  Officer  to  the  Local  Board  of  Health,  due  allowance  being 
made  for  alteration  in  population  by  Incoporation. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  two 
hundred  and  forty-six,  equivalent  to  the  very  low  death-rate  of  12-94 
per  thousand  per  annum,  which  is  much  below  that  of  any  of  the 
preceding  six  years,  the  average  for  those  years  being  21-19  per 
thousand.  In  that  portion  of  the  Borough  which  is  situated  in  Preston 
Quarter  there  were  seventy-three  deaths  or  10*42  per  thousand ;  and 
in  the  Township  of  Whitehaven  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  or 
14-41  per  thousand  of  estimated  population  per  annum,  both  of  these 
being  considerably  below  the  rate  of  any  previous  year.  Of  children 
under  one  year  of  age  seventeen  deaths  occurred  in  Preston  Quarter, 
and  thirty-two  in  the  Township  of  Whitehaven,  equal  to  an  infantile 
death-rate  of  2-42  and  2-66  respectively  ;  the  infantile  death-rate  for 
the  whole  Borough  being  2-57  per  thousand  of  estimated  population 
per  annum,  the  average  for  the  preceding  six  years  being  4*97  per 
thousand. 


Twenty-two  deaths  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  occured 
in  Preston  Quarter,  giving  a  death-rate  of  8*14  per  thousand,  and 
forty- six  deaths  or  3*83  per  thousand  in  the  Township  of  Whitehaven  ; 
the  death-rate  for  the  Borough  being  3-57  per  thousand  compared  with 
an  average  of  8-89  for  the  preceding  six  years. 

Of  persons  over  sixty-five  years  of  age  there  were  fifty-five  deaths, 
equivalent  to  a  senile  death-rate  of  2-89  per  thousand  compared  with 
3*72  in  the  previous  year,  and  3-65  in  1892. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  was  also  exceptionally 
low,  only  eight  deaths  being  due  to  zymotic  disease,  namely  :  One  to 
Diphtheria,  four  to  Whooping  Cough,  one  to  Enteric  Fever,  and  two  to 
Diarrhoea,  equivalent  to  a  zymotic  death-rate  of  0*42  per  thousand  of 
population  per  annum,  compared  with  an  average  of  2-67  for  the 
preceding  six  years. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  numbered  five  hundred  and 
forty-one,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  28*47  per  thousand.  One  hundred  and 
seventy-three  or  24*71  per  thousand  in  Preston  Quarter,  and  three 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  or  30*66  per  thousand  per  annum  in  the 
Township  of  Whitehaven.  The  infant  death-rate  per  thousand  births 
registered  was  90*57. 

Amongst  non-zymotic  diseases  one  death  was  due  to  Rheumatic 
Fever,  eighteen  to  Phthisis,  forty-seven  to  affections  of  the  Respiratory 
Organs,  sixteen  to  Pleart  Disease,  nineteen  to  Injuries,  and  one  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  to  unclassified  diseases. 

Eighty-eight  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  during  the 
year — fifty-two  of  Scarlet  Fever,  six  of  Diphtheria,  nine  of  Typhoid 
and  twenty-one  of  Erysipelas.  Of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  twelve 
occurred  in  children  under  five,  and  forty  in  persons  over  five  years  of 
age.  The  cases  were  mostly  of  a  mild  character,  and  no  death  was 
due  to  this  cause.  The  disease  was  not  specially  confined  to  any  one 
part  of  the  Borough  nor  to  one  class  of  persons,  but  occurred  in 
different  parts,  and  it  was  often  difficult  or  impossible  to  trace  the 
source  of  infection.  The  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  generally  slight, 
eight  occurred  in  the  Infirmary  ;  many  were  traumatic,  and  none 
proved  fatal. 


In  all  cases  notified  attention  was  given  to  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  premises  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  or  myself,  and  the  usual 
precautions  as  to  isolation  and  disinfection  insisted  on,  and  where  the 
patients  were  not  in  a  position  to  provide  these  for  themselves  the 
necessary  disinfectants  were  supplied,  as  well  as  the  printed  instructions 
as  to  their  use  and  the  measures  necessary  to  be  taken  in  each  case. 
In  several  cases  two  or  more  persons  suffered  from  Scarlet  Fever  in 
the  same  house,  and  this  was  particularly  the  case  amongst  persons 
who  would  not  have  been  willing  to  be  removed  to  the  very  inadequate 
and  structurally  unsuitable  building,  which  has  hitherto  had  to  do  duty 
as  an  Infectious  Disease  Hospital,  but  which  has  been  removed  to  give 
place  to  the  New  Hospital,  nor  could  I  have  recommended  their 
removal  from  comfortable  homes  to  a  place  so  devoid  of  the  comfort 
to  which  they  were  accustomed,  even  had  it  been  available,  for  however 
anxious  we  may  be  to  check  the  spread  of  Infectious  Disease,  we  must 
not  forget  that  our  first  duty  is  to  the  patient,  whose  Interest  and 
welfare  must  not  be  sacrificed  merely  to  secure  the  immunity  of  others 
from  the  disease.  It  is  our  duty,  as  a  Sanitary  Authority,  to  provide 
means  of  isolating  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  but  in  doing  so  we  are 
bound  to  put  the  patient  under,  at  least,  as  favourable  conditions  as  he 
would  enjoy  at  home,  and  to  do  nothing  to  prevent  or  retard  his 
complete  recovery.  This  has  now  been  done,  and  in  the  New  Hospital 
for  Infectious  Diseases,  now  just  completed,  we  have  within  easy 
access  of  all  parts  of  the  Borough,  and  on  an  admirable  site  within  the 
limits  of  the  Borough  a  means  of  isolation  and  treatment  of  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease,  of  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  full  advantage  will  be 
taken. 

Hitherto  the  use  of  the  Hospital  has  been  almost  exclusively  con¬ 
fined  to  the  worst  cases  of  Typhus,  Enteric  Fever,  or  Small-pox 
occurring  in  houses  where  any  attempt  at  isolation  was  utterly 
impossible,  and  where  even  the  bare  necessaries  of  life  were  often  want¬ 
ing.  But  disease  is  no  respector  of  persons,  and  how  often  do  we  find 
cases  occurring  in  well-to-do  families  who  have  comfortable  homes,  but 
who  have  not  the  means  of  providing  in  their  own  houses  the  necessary 
isolation  and  nursing  ;  for  to  isolate  a  case  of  these  highly  Infectious 
Diseases  adequately,  it  is  not  sufficient  that  the  patient  should  have  a 
room  to  himself,  but  he  and  those  who  attend  upon  him  must  be  com¬ 
pletely  shut  off  from  contact  with  others,  and  this  often  for  eight 
weeks  or  longer,  and  in  how  few  homes  is  this  possible  ?  Usually  a 


room  to  himself  for  the  patient  is  all  that  can  be  obtained,  and  there 
is  continual  going  to  and  fro  between  the  sick  room  and  the  rest  of  the 
house,  thus  exposing  all  the  inmates  to  the  risk  of  infection  almost  as 
much  as  though  no  attempt  at  isolation  were  made. 

In  the  New  Hospital,  however,  complete  isolation  is  possible  for 
several  different  diseases  at  the  same  time,  the  several  wards  being 
entirely  cut  off  from  one  another,  so  that  no  possible  conveyance  of 
infection  can  occur.  In  the  matter  of  air-space  too,  often  of  such 
vital  importance  in  Infectious  Disease,  how  much  better  is  it  for  the 
patient  himself,  apart  from  giving  the  disease  to  others,  to  be  housed 
in  a  specially  adapted  ward  allowing  him  2,000  cubic  feet  of  free  air¬ 
space  than  to  be  shut  up,  as  too  often  happens,  in  a  small  ill-ventilated 
room. 

A  new  and  comfortable  Ambulance  has  been  built  to  facilitate  the 
removal  of  patients  with  the  greatest  amount  of  safety  and  convenience 
to  themselves. 

The  Hospital  has  been  fully  equipped  with  apparatus  of  the  most 
improved  type  for  the  disinfection  by  heat  of  clothes,  bedding,  and  all 
articles  capable  of  conveying  infection,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will  prove 
an  incalcuable  boon  to  many,  and  prevent  much  unnecessary  suffering 
by  checking  the  spread  of  Infectious  Disease.  But  to  this  end,  in  its 
fullest  extent,  it  is  necessary  to  overcome  the  wide-spread  objection  to 
leaving  home  in  sickness  to  go  to  a  Hospital,  and  this  objection  will, 
I  hope,  disappear  when  it  is  understood  how  superior  is  the  accommo¬ 
dation  to  what  can  be  obtained  at  home,  even  by  the  well-to-do,  and 
when  it  is  considered  how  many  other  persons  may  be  spared  the 
suffering  and  danger  to  life  involved  in  an  attack  of  serious  Infectious 
Disease. 

During  the  year  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  have  regularly 
inspected  the  district,  and  a  large  number  of  nuisances  have  been 
discovered  and  abated,  four  hundred  and  forty-eight  water-closets, 
in  which  some  defect  was  found,  fifty-three  blocked  drains,  twenty- 
nine  houses  overcrowded,  damp,  or  dirty,  and  other  minor  nuisances. 
Two  houses  were  closed  as  being  unfit  for  habitation  on  account  of 
general  delapidation.  A  considerable  quantity  of  herring  were  seized 
and  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


The  conversion  of  two  houses  into  one  on  the  “  Newhouses,” 
which  I  recommended  in  a  previous  report  in  order  to  remedy  the 
dangerous  overcrowding  which  existed,  has,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
been  carried  out,  and  it  is  in  contemplation  to  still  further  adopt 
this  plan. 

The  general  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year 
continues  satisfactory.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  secure  the  closing  of 
the  worst  class  of  houses  as  unfit  for  human  occupation,  and  the 
improvement  of  such  as  are  defective  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view, 
but  still  capable  of  being  put  in  satisfactory  condition  in  accordance 
with  modern  views  and  sanitary  requirements ;  so  that  with  our 
excellent  water  supply  and  efficient  sewerage  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  very 
favourable  death-rate  recorded  for  the  past  year  may  be  approached, 
if  not  maintained,  and  the  occurrence  of  preventable  disease  amongst 
us  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  Obediently, 

J.  B.  FISHER. 


BIRTHS  IN  BOROUGH  OF  WHITEHAVEN  IN  1894. 
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DEATHS  UNDER  FIVE  YEARS  OF  AGE. 
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TABLE  VIII. 

TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  year  1894,  in  the  Whitehaven  Urban  District ;  classified 

according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 

I  Mortality  from  all  causes,  Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  deaths 

at  subjoined  ages,  of  Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  has  been  compulsory  in  the  district  since  ist  February,  1890.  The  Isolation  Hospital  is  the 
Bransty  Fever  Hospital,”  situated  in  the  Preston  Quarter  portion  of  the  district. 


BIRTH-RATE  FOR  1894,  COMPARED  WITH  THAT  OP  SIX 

PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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WHITEHAVEN 

\ 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  *  Report 


Dr.  J.  B.  Fisher, 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

WITH 

Tabular  Returns  of  Mortality,  &c., 

FOR  THE  YEAR  .1894. 


WHITEHAVEN  : 


PRINTED  BY  SMITH  BROTHERS,  SCOTCH  STREET  MILL, 


TO  THE  WHITEHAVEN  RURAL 
DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  this,  my  first,  Annual  Report  to  the  Whitehaven 
Rural  District  Council,  I  have  followed  the  lines  which  for  the  previous 
ten  years  I  have  adopted  in  reporting  to  the  Whitehaven  Union  Rural 
Sanitary  Authority,  and,  as  the  accompanying  tables  shew,  have  used 
the  statistics  for  those  years  for  the  purpose  of  comparison  of  birth 
and  death  rates  with  those  for  the  year  1894.  From  these  compari¬ 
sons,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  general  death-rate  is  the  lowest  yet 
recorded,  with  one  exception,  and  that  it  is  i'99  per  thousand  of 
estimated  population  per  annum  below  the  average  for  those  years. 
The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  1894  was  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-five,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  death-rate  of  15 ‘66  per 
thousand  per  annum.  Thirty-eight  of  these  deaths,  however,  were 
those  of  persons  who  died  in  the  Workhouse  and  did  not  belong  to 
the  district,  so  that  the  actual  death-rate  of  the  district  for  the  year 
was  i3‘4  per  thousand,  which  is  lower  than  that  of  any  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  ten  years,  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1892. 

The  death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  was  lower  than  in  any 
previous  year,  the  thirty-two  deaths  registered  being  equivalent  to  only 
2' 1 3  per  thousand  of  estimated  population  per  annum,  compared  with 
an  average  of  375  per  annum  for  the  preceding  ten  years,  the  infant 
death-rate  being  69’ 11  per  one  thousand  births  registered. 

An  examination  of  the  rate  of  mortality  amongst  children  under 
five  years  of  age,  and  also  amongst  persons  over  sixty-five  years  of  age, 
gives  equally  satisfactory  results,  the  deaths  in  the  former  case  num¬ 
bering  fifty-three,  which  is  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  373  per  thousand 
per  annum,  as  against  an  average  of  5*84  for  the  preceding  ten  years. 
Of  persons  over  sixty-five  there  were  eighty-nine  deaths,  equivalent  to 
5 *93  per  thousand,  compared  with  5 ’16  and  476  per  thousand  in  the 
two  preceding  years,  which  alone  are  available  for  comparison,  the 
tables  previous  to  the  year  1892  having  referred  to  persons  over  sixty 
years  of  age. 
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The  number  of  deaths  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases  during 
the  year  was  twenty,  of  which  eight  were  due  to  scarlet  fever,  ten  to 
whooping  cough,  and  two  to  diarrhoea,  the  zymotic  death-rate  for  the 
year  being  i’33  per  thousand  per  annum,  compared  with  an  average 
of  i ’26  for  the  preceding  ten  years. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  scarlet  fever,  as  well  as  the  number 
of  fresh  cases  occurring  during  the  past  year,  is  considerably  in  excess 
of  that  which  ought  to  prevail  could  proper  and  efficient  measures  be 
taken  in  each  case  from  the  commencement  of  the  disease.  Chief 
amongst  these  must  be  placed  isolation  :  the  patient  should  at  once 
be  removed  to  a  separate  apartment  and  no  contact  permitted  with 
other  persons  save  those  in  direct  attendance  on  the  patient.  But  it 
is  often  impossible  to  secure  this  isolation  where  large  families  occupy 
small  houses  with  altogether  inadequate  bedroom  accommodation ; 
and  the  more  is  this  difficulty  felt  because  of  the  prolonged  period, 
frequently  extending  to  two  months,  during  which  isolation  is  neces¬ 
sary  ;  for,  to  be  of  any  real  use,  the  patient  must  not  be  permitted  to 
mix  with  others  until  “peeling,”  or  desquamation  of  the  skin,  is  com¬ 
plete,  since  it  is  precisely  during  the  process  of  “  peeling  ”  that  infec¬ 
tion  is  most  to  be  feared  and  the  disease  apt  to  be  conveyed  to  others. 
Isolation  in  hospital  is  unreasonably  objected  to  by  the  very  class  to 
whom  it  would  be  the  greatest  boon — namely,  those  living  in  small 
crowded  houses  with  altogether  inadequate  accommodation  for  the 
treatment  of  such  a  highly  infectious  disease  as  scarlet  fever.  And 
the  powers  of  Sanitary  Authorities  with  regard  to  compulsory  removal 
to  hospital  fail  to  meet  the  case,  since  it  is  necessary  to  get  a  magis¬ 
trate’s  order,  and  even  then  the  patient  or  his  friends  may  refuse  to 
permit  the  removal,  and  can  only  be  proceeded  against  after  such 
delay  as  renders  the  measure  of  no  avail.  Possibly  the  provision  of 
small  cottage  hospitals  in  different  populous  parts  of  an  extensive  dis¬ 
trict  might  to  some  extent  meet  the  case,  as  there  might  be  less  objec¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  patients  or  their  friends  to  isolation  under  these 
circumstances  than  when  the  hospital  is  at  a  greater  distance  from 
their  home,  and  is  therefore  not  so  familiar  to  them. 

After  isolation  comes  disinfection,  which  is  also  of  the  greatest 
importance  in  preventing  the  spread  or  recurrence  of  the  disease. 
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This  is  best  secured  by  the  plan  adopted  in  this  district  of  issuing- 
printed  instructions,  along  with  a  supply  of  disinfectants,  to  those 
unable  to  procure  them  for  themselves,  in  all  cases  that  occur.  The 
medical  man  in  attendance  on  the  case  gives  such  instructions  as  he 
thinks  necessary  in  each  case,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself 
supplement  these  on  a  personal  visit  as  occasion  requires.  It  is  not, 
however,  sufficient  to  use  disinfectants  freely  ;  they  must  be  used  with 
an  intelligent  appreciation  of  their  uses  and  application,  and  whilst  all 
excreta  and  everything  that  has  been  in  contact  with  the  patient 
should  be  thoroughly  cleaned  and  disinfected,  or,  if  necessary,  de¬ 
stroyed,  it  is  important  to  impress  upon  those  in  charge  of  the  cases 
that  without  isolation  these  measures  are  of  little  use,  as  the  infection 
is  carried  about  and  distributed  beyond  the  radius  of  disinfection. 
Thorough  cleaning  of  the  sick-room  after  the  complete  recbvery  of  the 
patient,  and  fumigation  with  burning  sulphur  or  other  similar  dis¬ 
infectant,  are  also  required ;  but  here  again  our  efforts  are  of  little 
effect  if  the  patient  has  been  permitted  to  move  freely  about  while  still 
“  peeling,”  and  this  is  too  often  the  case  in  spite  of  every  care  and 
warning  on  the  part  of  the  medical  practitioner  in  attendance  on  the 
case  and  the  sanitary  officials,  so  difficult  is  it  to  convince  the  less 
intelligent  of  the  patients  that,  whilst  feeling  quite  recovered  them- 
selves,  they  may  yet  give  the  disease  to  others.  This  is  particularly 
evident  in  those  extremely  slight,  sometimes  scarcely  recognizable, 
attacks  of  the  disease  that  often  occur  at  the  beginning  of  a  more 
serious  outbreak,  and  which  -are  so  slight  as  not  to  require  medical 
attendance  at  all,  the '  nature  of  the  disease  being  unknown  to  the 
patient  or  his  friends,  until,  the  infection  being  conveyed  to  others, 
more  severe  cases  occur  and  necessitate  medical  treatment,  and  then, 
but  not  until  then,  the  true  nature  of  the  earlier  cases  is  discovered. 

Twenty-one  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  from  phthisis, 
twenty-three  from  heart  disease,  thirty-four  from  affections  of  the 
respiratory  organs,  twelve  from  injuries,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  from  unclassified  diseases. 

Of  the  different  sub-districts,  the  lowest  death-rate  occurred  in 
that  of  Egremont,  the  twenty-three  deaths  registered  during  the  year 
being  equivalent  to  the  very  low  death-rate  of  7-41  per  thousand  per 


6 


annum.  In  the  sub-district  of  Harrington  there  were  ninety-five 
deaths,  and  in  that  of  St.  Bees  seventy-seven,  giving  a  death-rate  of 
147  and  14*97  respectively. 

Four  hundred  and  sixty-three  births  were  registered  during  the 
year — two  hundred  and  fourteen  boys  and  two  hundred  and  forty-nine 
girls — giving  a  birth-rate  of  30*86  per  thousand  per  annum. 

In  the  sub-district  of  Harrington  there  were  one  hundred  and 
ninety-five  births — ninety  boys  and  one  hundred  and  five  girls — equiva¬ 
lent  to  a  birth-rate  of  30*18  per  thousand  ;  in  that  of  Egremont  sixty-five 
births— thirty  boys  and  thirty-five  girls — or  20*96  per  thousand  ;  and 
in  that  of  St.  Bees  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  births — eighty-three 
boys  and  one  hundred  and  one  girls— or  35*79  per  thousand  per 
annum.  Nineteen  births — eleven  boys  and  eight  girls — occurred  in 
the  Workhouse  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year 
was  one  hundred  and  eleven,  one  hundred  and  seven  of  which  w*ere 
cases  of  scarlet  fever,  one  smallpox,  and  three  erysipelas.  The  cases 
of  erysipelas  were  sporadic,  •  and  not  due  to  insanitary  causes.  The 
one  case  of  smallpox  occurred  in  the  Workhouse.  The  patient,  a 
woman  who  had  been  admitted  from  another  district,  was  promptly 
removed  to  the  Hospital  at  Galemire,  and,  all  necessary  precautions 
being  taken,  no  further  cases  occurred. 

Of  the  one  hundred  and  seven  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  sixty-five 
occurred  at  Distington,  which  village,  it  will  be  remembered,  headed 
the  list  last  year  in  this  respect.  Frequent  visits  have  been  made  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself,  and  instructions  and  disinfectants 
supplied.  In  one  case,  when  it  seemed  desirable  on  account  of  limited 
accommodation,  it  was  arranged  to  remove  the  patient,  an  adult,  to 
the  Hospital,  but  when  the  ambulance  arrived  the  patient’s  father 
refused  to  permit  her  removal.  Cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  at 
Distington  during  January  and  February,  and  again  in  July  and 
August,  and  were  dealt  with  as  before  described,  such  precautions  as 
wrere  possible  being  taken ;  but  in  October  a  larger  number  of  cases 
occurred  almost  simultaneously  amongst  children  attending  the  school, 
thus  pointing  to  the  school  as  the  probable  source  from  which  infec¬ 
tion  had  been  received,  probably  from  some  slight  and  unrecognized 
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case ;  and,  after  careful  investigation,  I  advised  the  Rural  Sani¬ 
tary  Authority  to  recommend  the  closing  of  the  schools,  and  this 
was  accordingly  done.  Cases  continued  to  occur  up  to  the 
end  of  the  year,  but  not  in  such  numbers  as  in  October,  many  second 
and  third  cases  being  reported  in  the  same  family,  as  was  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  where  there  were  several  children  living  in  small  houses  with 
no  adequate  means  of  isolation. 

I  have  in  previous  reports  called  attention  to  the  want  of  a  pro¬ 
per  system  of  sewerage  at  Distington,  and  plans  having  been  prepared, 
a  public  inquiry  was  held  there  on  the  19th  December,  1894,  by  Col. 
J.  T.  Marsh,  R.E.,  the  Inspector  appointed  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  who  approve  of  the  plans  submitted,  with  the  exception  of  the 
flushing  tanks  which  it  was  proposed  to  provide,  but  which  the  Board 
think  might  be  omitted,  considering  the  good  gradients  sho\Ci  in  the 
sections. 

The  remaining  forty-two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  distributed 
throughout  different  parts  of  the  district,  as  shewn  in  the  accompanying 
Table  VIII. ;  but  in  none  of  these  did  the  disease  assume  the  propor¬ 
tions  of  an  epidemic,  the  largest  number  of  cases  in  one  place  being 
six  in  Parton,  six  at  Sandwith  and  Rottington,  and  six  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Egremont. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  have  visited  and  carefully 
inspected  the  various  portions  of  the  district  from  time  to  time  during 
the  year,  and  have  caused  to  be  remedied  such  insanitary  conditions 
as  constituted,  or  were  likely  to  become,  nuisances  injurious  to  health. 

Thirty-eight  Inspector’s  notices  have  been  served,  thirty-two  of 
which  have  been  carried  out  and  six  are  still  pending.  Two  final 
notices  were  required,  and  both  were  attended  to. 

The  sewerage  of  Hensingham  has  been  completed,  but  the 
private  connections  have  not  been  made  so  promptly  as  could  have 
been  wished,  fourteen  notices  to  connect,  which  have  been  served, 
remaining  unexecuted,  various  reasons  being  given  for  the  delay. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  FISHER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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TABLE  L— BIRTHS. 


Sub-District  of 

Harrington . 

z9  5 

Egremont  . 

65 

St.  Bees . 

Workhouse  . 

...  184  ( 
...  19  f 

203 

Total . 

463 

COMPARISON  WITH  TEN  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


1S84 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1S92 

189.3 

1894 

Per  1000 
per  ann. 

36-84 

38-8 

38-28 

31  ‘9° 

33*z9 

32-42 

32'52 

32G8 

31-72 

29'33 

30-86 

TABLE  II.— DEATHS  AT  ALL  AGES. 


Sub-District  of  Harrington  .  95 

„  Egremont . : .  23 

„  St.  Bees  .  77  v 

,,  Workhouse  .  39  I  1  r  7 

„  Galemire  Hospital  .  1 J 


Total .  235 

COMPARISON  WITH  TEN  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

Per  1000 
per  ann. 

18*28 

16-68 

19-7 

17-98 

0 

F> 

1— i 

18-24 

z7'52 

20*72 

14-63 

16-09 

15-66 

TABLE  III.— DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE 

YEAR  OF  AGE. 


Sub-District  of  Harrington  .  19 

,,  ■  Egremont  .  1 

„  St.  Bees  .  9  )  ^ 

„  Workhouse .  3  j 


Total .  32 

Infant  Death-rate  per  1000  Births  registered,  69'!  1. 

COMPARISON  WITH  THE  TEN  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1S94 

Per  1000  of 
Population 
per  annum 

3-82 

3-82 

4-4 

376! 

| 

3'z9 

4-27 

3'29 

4-23 

3*I7 

3*57 

rO 

M 

i  "in 

1 
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TABLE  IV.— DEATHS  UNDER  FIVE  YEARS  OF  AGE. 

Sub-District  of  Harrington  .  25 

,,  Egremont  .  1 

,,  St.  Bees .  22  ) 

,,  Workhouse  .  4  J  27 

,,  Galemire  Hospital .  1 


Total.. .  53 

COMPARISON  WITH  TEN  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


1884 

18S5 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1880 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

Per  1000 
per  ann. 

5*7 1 

6*0 

6-9 

6-9 

4'94 

675 

479 

7'1 5 

4‘ic 

5'23 

|  CO  1 
LO 

'cO 

TABLE  V.— DEATHS  OF  PERSONS  OVER  SIXTY-FIVE 

YEARS  OF  AGE. 


Sub-District 

of  Harrington  . 

24 

55 

Egremont  . 

14 

55 

St.  Bees . . 

Workhouse  . 

...  29  I 

2  2  ( 

5i 

Total . 

89 

Senile  Death-rate  per  1000  per  annum,  5  ‘93. 
In  1892,  4^96  ;  in  1893,  5*16. 


TABLE  VI.— DEATHS  FROM  EIGHT  PRINCIPAL 
ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  IN  1894. 


Smallpox  . o 

Scarlet  Fever .  8 

Diphtheria .  o 

Measles .  o 

Whooping  Cough .  10 

Typhoid  (Enteric)  .  o 

Typhus .  o 

Diarrhoea  . .  2 


Total .  20 

COMPARISON  WITH  TEN  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1S92 

1893 

1894 

Per  1000 

per  arm. 

1-25 

U14 

I  ’20 

2  '0 1 

1  '54 

i*49. 

1*03 

I*45 

°‘52 

°‘99 

r33 

IO 


TABLE  VII.— SHEWING  CHIEF  OTHER  CAUSES  OF 

DEATH  IN  1894. 


Croup .  o 

Rheumatic  Fever  .  o 

Erysipelas  .  o 

Puerperal  Fever  .  o 

Phthisis  .  21 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy  .  34 

Heart  Disease .  23 

Injuries  .  12 

All  other  Diseases  .  125 

2I5 

Eight  Zymotic  Diseases  as  above  .  20 


Total  Deaths  in  1894 .  235 


TABLE  VIII.— NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS 

IN  1894. 


LOCALITY. 


Beckermont  .... 
Braystones  .... 

Egremont . 

Distington . 

Gosforth  . 

Hensingham. . . . 

Keekle  . 

Moresby  . 

Moresby  Parks. 
Nethertown  .... 

Parton  . 

Pica  Cottages  . 
Preston  Quarter 

Sandwith  . 

Scilly  Banks 

St.  Bees . 

Workhouse  .... 


Scarlet 

Fever. 


I 

6 

65 

1 

5 

1 

3 

3 

2 

6 
1 
1 
6 


Smallpox. 


Erysipelas. 


TOTAL 


3 

1 

6 

65 

1 

6 

1 

3 

3 

2 

6 

1 

1 

6 

1 

4 
1 


Total. 


1 1 1 


TABLE  IX. 

TABLE.  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1894,  in  the  Whitehaven  Rural  Distinct ,  classified  according 

to  Diseases ,  Ages,  and  Localities. 

Mortality  from  all  causes  Mortality  from  subjoined  Causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children 

at  subjoined  Ages. .  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 
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